WHAT IF vou could leave your city job, pull upall
your moots ot once and completedy changs nearky
EVETY A4paoL af YO lifestyle, ‘Would you? Could
yau move 1o a remate, off-the=grid Sunshine Coast
property, just for the sende-of adventure, Camarase-
rée and opportunity?

Dvaninia, Garrett aad Lirs did,

Haw'd thiey manage it? Throusgh serendipity, had
work and theee huge beaps of Farth,

“Wi'e first came to the Llos on & QOrgeous Ays
gust afternoan and as s50n a5 | sow the property,
| thaught, haw car we make this work? says Liza,
a former Losser Mainland nead estate sgent, wha
was immediately smisten by the tranquility, crystal
clear wasers, forested slopes and charming lakefront
lodge and cabin

N you're a locad Sunshine Loaster, chanoes are you
eithes kniow Saklnaw Lake [betvweon Gardan Bay
and Ruby Lake) |ioe the hack af your Rand, or youe
newer been thene belone, 15 just that kind of place.
fut regasdiess, omce on the lake, it transports you te

Oipening spread:
klain phiogd: The ugges -
Hiﬂ?dﬂ'ﬂl the# Fyesen igmt

Cini & it of 3 whim, Donna, having recently
been wideowed by the loss of Gamett's father,
had wisived Sakinaw Lake and sow a BE8 sign
aend maimibeer.

She called the lodge to see il the owiner
mmight know of ary lakelrant properties it

“We maved hene Jaruary 15thand it was
raining and cold,” says Gamett. 20 nervous and
exhausted reganrding the move, they hadn't
been sheeping Back in the city. The couple had
Qo T Bl Ehee prawious I'l'll;'!'llii |i[l?l'ﬂ||:.' WS-
img, Liza remermibeers, chuciding,
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Gabriels are trying to be as eco-riendhy as
passble and strive to be a zero-waste enter-
prise. They we bio-diesel fuel, phosphate free
soapd, comipast all organic waste and recycle
eperything poddilsbe. They're padiongte shout
prodecting the lake's t‘LﬂlD'l_Jirr and the ;udgé'i

& different frame of mind
“Oin thee Morth Shore, Salenaw 5 this mythical

anly visited omnce before, In my twenties”
It's just a fgur minute boat thp fram the end

Lake Lodge, today
STORY BY offering hooury in

the wond - a place
of casual wonder,

recannect, with nature and themialne,
' alsn the home of Donna Gabiel, son Gamett

10 purchase the property after that fateful visit in

recreational property, the Gabriels had previcushy

lowe with the concept of a lakeside cottage.

oiffers ke orulses and has teamed up with
Rackvrater Resort for special cacursions and
lumury stays. Towrs affer a peek inta the histary
of Sakinaw Lake Indluding the natural ecology
and First Nations pictographs. Tour gusests may
also hike 10 the bay where Sakinaw Lake misets

at Sakinaw Labe Lodge. sale. Turng aut, the cwners propery was Hok surprisingly the former k:dot looked footprint and alie try o gently educate guests  the ooean
s it nrght: A cacy available, although she didn't have time to “ livthe differant snd dederted in the winte on thess topics toa. For the lodps cwners, iU's 8 sweet lakeside
Indge bed with wiew |t that day. { "W v 3 bt stunned” says Liza, recount- I ehe city, Liza and Garrett had a three I,
Sreplace: The wel- When Dianina came Bam 1o Bownlem _ ing t_h-t--r nire hame, To add to the angst, the bedraem condo. Far naw, they share a tiny “We Teel blessed all the time, ke we ane
stpaipped gorme badge Varcoueer, she Boaated the kocope idea past : previous owner had barely beft an cunce of ong bedroom koft cabin with Donna and three  Bnally really Bving” says Liza, “When Gamest

kiRrhem; A mmanic beml
suite fo T, Swimming,

Garrett ard Liza They decided to all go up and
hark at the property, just for fun, Bt they sll

propane of drop of diesel fuel The pipes froee
aned Garret had the fu, so Liza and Dorna had

peti dogs Max and Munchy plus kitty Meow
Meaw, leaving the bulk of the lodgings avail-

and | ane o4t in the canoe on the lake a1 l"l'lélh[
koaking at the stars | think, Who gets to live

padietisart, skiing and fiedl Iy b with it aned the rest is history — with o flip 2 coln 1o see which one of them would  able for guests. [k this?
kit aee st oo of a haaltby dlash of nerves and commedy, dirive the boat acrods thee lake = neeither one *Mow wa nealize how misch we had beforne, “There was a brief momant when we gues-
ihee acvithes; A gt e “Thete wat, and s1ill is, 3 sense that this haed ewer done i before - loading g the float ard how litthe we have 1o heve, (o e well” tioned our sanfty Before embarking,” says Gar
ekt hows gl sxactly what wewere meant to be doing” peropang tanks and jerry cans to fetch fuel says Garvetr, who today shanes a closet with his  red. "But looking back we never really doubted
says Garrett with a steady grin, “We drove Once they got ower the shock and settled in,  mom while Liza uses an IKEA bookcase for her oarselves,
o back to the city, decided to give our nolices, the real work began. They've béen revamping persansl belongings Moy win Just Tood really fomunate” hie notes,

losdipe oereers anvd Bossls
Danng, 1k ind Gamstl,

sell our hamed and Begin 1o neally B
“Thee siereneness of the ke |5 very splitusl”

and expanding the kdgings 1o & resom quality
PEORErty @ver sinoe.

Eraaklasts hovwedr, are decadent, deliciows
arsd feadiy too. Liza i head ook with Donna

encited also to be contributing to the burgeon
Ing kocal tourisem market, Garrett will be presi-

with it companicn, adels. Dorna, ™| Just thouwght it would be a really The baulk of the buildings, including a two lending her corsiderable expertise, defily dent of the Sunshine Coast BEE snd Cotages
W, eapy sharing the nice place to spend my retirement years.” storey dusl suite self-contained lodge and cool  handling any member of breakfast treats such Azsoclation starting in Sctober of this yeas.
tpmaced derk with Quests Ared L0, the trie had six months to lewe salant BanL suite, (5 Arictly netered far visiton, a4 barry smoothies, lemon ricatta pancakes, Thiere's just so much to be thankful for®
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et careers, sell Two homes, down-sioe pos-
sesgions dramatically and prep for & raghes
dramartic change of lifestyle and sCenerny.

friends and family.
Baing off the grid means using solar power
with a back-up generator fior eleciricity, The

Bucchni Tricters vith koo, amd Fremnch toadt
In acieliticn to smpiucus lodgings, Saki-
naw Lake Ledge (sakinewlakelodge.com) alsa

adds Donna. “All our geests say the same
thing and it true - we s really lucky to e
here” Cla

place” says Ganrett, & forner physiotheraplst. ] had

of Sakinaw Lake Road to the revamped Sakinaw

CHRISTINA SYMONS the truest sense of

hasmaay and soul - where visitars kick back and

and daughter-in-law Liza, the tric who did find a way

Muiguet J0F, mosing thene full time in Janwesry 2008
Althousgh thiy wenen't actually kaaking 10 Bve on

traveled through Sweden 1ogether whene they fell in
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